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May 29, 2020 

 

Agriculture, Generally 
SB 1196, (Thomas Umberg, D) would specify that “price gouging” includes when a person, contractor, 
business, or other entity sells or offers to sell those goods or services for a price 10% greater than the price 
charged immediately prior to a date of a state of emergency. It would also specify that it is a violation for a 
person, contractor, business, or other entity who did not charge a price for the goods or services immediately 
before the declaration of an emergency to charge a price that is more than 50% greater than either the amount 
that the seller paid for the goods or, if the seller did not purchase the goods, the seller’s costs. It would also 
specify that this violation is an alternate felony-misdemeanor. Farm Bureau joined an agricultural coalition to 
express concern regarding the conditions of the bill citing that agricultural goods are often subject to 
nationally recognized markets, indexes or entity surveys. Through SB 1196 if the indexed price or national 
market price reflected a 10% increase, the seller would either risk violating this law, or not sell into California 
during the declaration.  SB 1196 passed Senate Public Safety Committee and is set to be heard in Senate 
Appropriations Committee next week. Staff contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-666-3611. 

Fertilizer 
The California Department of Food and Agriculture has announced four vacancies on the Fertilizer Inspection 
Advisory Board (FIAB) Technical Advisory Subcommittee. This subcommittee serves as an expert scientific 
panel on matters concerning plant nutrition and environmental effects related to fertilizing materials use. It 
reviews all research and education proposals for the annual Fertilizer Research and Education Program 
(FREP) grant program and recommends to FIAB which projects should receive funding. Applicants should 
demonstrate technical, applied and scientific expertise in the fields of agronomy, soil science, plant 
physiology, production agriculture and/or environmental issues related to fertilizer use. Subcommittee 
members serve for three years. Individuals interested in being considered for appointment should send a 
resume and a Prospective Member Appointment Questionnaire to FREP@cdfa.ca.gov by June 30, 2020. Staff 
contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-666-3611.  

 
Hemp 
The Industrial Hemp Advisory Board met on Thursday, May 28th to discuss the state’s actions to date, 
proposed regulations and state Legislation, County updates and an application of the California Seed Law to 
hemp production. The Department of Food and Agriculture announced that the State Implementation Plan is 
currently in draft format and is under review by the State Attorney General before submission to USDA for 
approval. Staff contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-666-3611. 
 
Land Use 
SB 950, (Hannah-Beth Jackson, D) would have expanded the California Environmental Quality Act’s (CEQA) 
patchwork of existing requirements with costly new mandates that will burden local agencies, add substantial 
time and costs to the CEQA process and provide project opponents with new legal arguments to delay or block 
housing and other projects. The bill would have specifically expanded non-English noticing requirements, 
which will expand opportunities to challenge projects. It proposed to address late hit letters—comment  
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letters that are submitted on the final day of the public comment period intended to overburden lead agencies. 
Finally, and of highest note for agriculture, the bill would have revised the original legislative intent of CEQA 
to require considerations of environmental justice. Farm Bureau joined a coalition of interests in opposition 
and the bill failed passage of the Senate Environmental Quality Committee. Staff contact: Taylor Roschen, 
troschen@cfbf.com, or 916-446-4647.  


