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March 20, 2020 

 
Statewide Shelter in Place Order 
On Thursday evening, Governor Newsom issued an unprecedented Executive Order requiring all 
Californians to “shelter in place.”  This order enacts the “Memorandum on Identification of 
Essential Critical Infrastructure Worker During COVID-19 Response” which states, “Everyone to 
stay home except to get food, care for a relative or friend, get necessary health care, or go to an 
essential (critical) job. If you go out, keep at least 6 feet of distance.” All aspects of agriculture have 
been deemed “critical infrastructure.” This includes but is not limited to establishments engaged in 
growing crops, including nurseries and garden centers, raising animals, harvesting timber, and 
harvesting fish and other animals; food and beverage processors and manufacturers, wholesale and 
retailers distributing to consumers. The Department of Homeland Security’s Cyber Infrastructure 
Security Agency has also published Guidance On The Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce. 
The State of California recognizes these designations and the governor’s executive order indicates 
his Administration is looking to expand those designations. The Governor stopped short of 
directing law enforcement to force compliance but implored Californians to use common sense and 
exercise social distancing. This action follows several local jurisdictions which have had a shelter-
in-place order as of earlier this week.  
 
State Legislature Recesses Early 
In unprecedented action, the State Assembly and Senate have agreed to recess until April 13th. This 
action was taken late on Monday evening after the Legislature passed a series of emergency budget 
bills, described below, to address the potential economic impacts of COVID-19. The Legislature is 
allowing some employees to work remotely, and we anticipate members will be more active in 
their local responses to outbreak and attempts at containment.  
  
COVID-19 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Newsom has issued an additional series of 
executive orders in the interest of protecting the public’s health.  
 
The Governor called upon the Legislature to suspend Senate and Assembly Rules to allow for the 
vote and eventual passage of a series of emergency budget bills to address the direct and indirect 
impacts of COVID-19. SB 89 appropriates $500 million for the purpose to enact the Governor’s 
Emergency Proclamation. The Department of Finance may increase this amount to $1 billion, if 
necessary, with notification of the Joint Legislative Budget Committee. The bill also appropriates 
$84.1 million to CalRecycle for debris removal costs related to the 2018 Camp Fire. The bill includes 
legislative intent language that specifies the Administration will work with stakeholders to develop 
strategies to help small business, non-profits and individuals facing hardships due to COVID-19.  
 
 

https://covid19.ca.gov/img/N-33-20.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cisa.gov%2Fpublication%2Fguidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce&data=02%7C01%7CTRoschen%40CFBF.com%7C78a36ff2e752493d948e08d7cc86ebc9%7C8213ac7c9da54f9b9c40e0372e5a7659%7C0%7C0%7C637202752173596275&sdata=UBI1sOb0W3H0sJe8Q%2Bf5NWSnrIkP4n2MCpDuH8Cuuu8%3D&reserved=0
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB89
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Likewise, SB 117 makes various changes to local educational agencies (LEAs) to allow for flexible 
funding during the COVID-19 emergency. This bill specifies that LEAs may exclude the current dates 
when determining school attendance (which is one of the bases for reimbursement from the State). 
It also waives portions of the education code for instructional days during school and childcare 
closures, specifies charter schools with independent study don’t need to submit certain materials 
during closures, and extends the testing window for English proficiency and student performance 
testing. Finally, the bill provides $100 million in one-time Proposition 98 General Fund dollars to 
LEAs for classroom cleaning and personal protective equipment purchasing.  
 
Climate Smart 
The Department of Food and Agriculture announces awarded projects selected for the 2019 State 
Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program (SWEEP). The Department has selected 125 projects 
providing $9.7 million. Selected projects can be found here. Likewise, applicants for the 2020 Dairy 
Digester Research and Development Program (DDRDP) and the Alternative Manure Management 
Program (AMMP) must submit applications by 5pm on March 27th, 2020. Information on both 
programs and grant guidelines can be found here.  Staff contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com 
or 916-446-4647. 
 
Hemp 
The Office of Administrative Law (OAL) has approved an emergency regulation pertaining to hemp 
registration application and criminal history report requirements. The regulations are effective as 
of March 17, 2020 and will be in effect for a minimum of 180 days. The Department of Food and 
Agriculture will proceed with the regular rulemaking process within the time period the 
emergency regulation is in effect to permanently adopt these regulations.  The finding of the 
emergency and text of the regulation can be accessed here. Staff contact: Taylor Roschen, 
troschen@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647. 
 
Labor 
On March 19, the Cal/OSHA Standards Board re-adopted (for the final time permitted under the 
Administrative Procedures Act) the Wildfire Smoke emergency regulation.  At the meeting, 
conducted entirely on-line due to COVID-19 response protocols, the Board re-adopted the 
emergency regulation unanimously.  Prior to the COVID-19 emergency, the Board had been 
expected to complete and adopt a final Wildfire Smoke regulation in the summer of 2020, but that 
schedule is now unclear.  Staff contact: Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com, 916-446-4647. 
 
Land Use 
The Department of Conservation will be hosting a series of webinars to provide technical 
assistance for grant applicants for the Sustainable Agricultural Land Conservation (SALC) Program. 
The webinars will be divided into one for the land acquisition portion (which includes fee title 
acquisition and easements) and one for the planning portion.   

AGRICULTURAL ACQUISITION GRANTS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WEBINAR 
Thursday, April 02, 2020; 11:00am-12:00pm 
To participate, please RSVP to michael.shaw@conservation.ca.gov  
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PLANNING GRANTS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WEBINAR 
Thursday, May 07, 2020; 11:00am-12:00pm 
To participate, please RSVP to michael.shaw@conservation.ca.gov  

Staff contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB117
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/docs/2019-SWEEP-ProjectsSelected-for-Award.pdf
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/regs_hemp4901.html
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
mailto:blittle@cfbf.com
mailto:michael.shaw@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:michael.shaw@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
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Water 
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) announced this week that they have extended 
the deadline for public comment On the Delta Conveyance Project. Because the nature of the 
COVID-19 pandemic is rapidly evolving, and as individuals, organizations and local governments 
are focusing their attention on the safety of their communities in response to this health 
emergency, DWR announced they will be extending the scoping period for the Delta Conveyance 
project by four weeks. The new deadline for public comment will be at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 
17, 2020. Additionally, the Stakeholder Engagement Committee meeting scheduled for next week 
has been cancelled. The Delta Conveyance Design and Construction Authority will work to arrange 
for remote participation for both committee members and the public for future meetings. Staff 
contact Danny Merkley, dmerkley@cfbf.com  or (916) 446-4647. 
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