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August 16, 2019 
 

Air Quality 
While the legislature was on its summer recess, the Air Resources Board (ARB) released further 
revisions to the proposed regulations requiring annual emission reporting of criteria pollutants and 
toxic air contaminants.  The revised version significantly narrows who is required to report and 
reverts back to a reporting threshold of 250 tons per year.  This change means that individual farms 
and ranches are unlikely to be subject to the new reporting requirements.  However, ARB has stated 
that it plans to propose additional regulations in the near future that would require reporting from 
businesses with much lower emissions.  Farm Bureau submitted comments expressing appreciation 
for ARB’s changes to the proposed regulations and Farm Bureau will remain engaged on the issue to 
continue to work to limit new requirements on California farms and ranches. Staff contact: Noelle 
Cremers at (916) 446-4647 or ncremers@cfbf.com  
 
CDFA is holding a public meeting to gather input on its Healthy Soils program.  The meeting is 
scheduled from 9:00 to 12:00 on August 23rd at CDFA’s auditorium (1220 N Street, Sacramento).  In 
its announcement, CDFA described the meeting as an opportunity to engage in “dialog about the 
program itself and approaches for outreach and engagement.”  The meeting will also be available 
remotely through a webinar.  Registration for the webinar is available here.  Staff contact: Noelle 
Cremers at (916) 446-4647 or ncremers@cfbf.com   
 
Climate Smart Agriculture 
CDFA is accepting applications for 2019 Climate Smart Agriculture Technical Assistance funds. 
Grants are made to organizations to provide technical assistance to applicants and awardees of the 
2019 Alternative Manure Management Program and the 2019 Healthy Soils Program.  More 
information on the grants and applications process is available here. The deadline to submit an 
application for technical assistance is August 30th.  Staff contact: Noelle Cremers at (916) 446-4647 or 
ncremers@cfbf.com   
 
Industrial Hemp 
The next Industrial Hemp Advisory Board meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 28, 2019 
from 9:30am - 3:30pm at the Department of Food and Agriculture (1220 N Street, Auditorium; 
Sacramento, CA 95814). The meeting will also be available via live stream at the following address: 
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/LiveMediaStream.html.  Meeting materials can be found here.  Staff 
Contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com, or 916-446-4647 
 
Labor 
AB 9, (Eloise Reyes, D-San Bernardino) extends the filing deadline for harassment and retaliation 
claims from one year to three years.  Farm Bureau opposes because the extended time for filing will 
result in information being lost and memories of parties become less reliable with passage of time.   
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Governor Brown vetoed a previous version of this bill.  AB 9 was referred to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee suspense file on August 12. 
 
AB 51, (Lorena Gonzalez, D-San Diego) bans settlement agreements paying a party a financial 
settlement in exchange for waiving a discrimination or harassment claim and prohibits arbitration 
of employment claims.  Gov. Brown vetoed similar legislation in 2018 because the arbitration ban is 
clearly preempted by federal law.  Farm Bureau opposes because it will discourage settlement of 
claims and encourage litigation.  AB 51 was referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee 
suspense file on August 12.  
  
AB 171, (Gonzalez) creates a rebuttable presumption of retaliation due to a person’s status as a 
victim of domestic violence, harassment or stalking should an employer take an adverse personnel 
action against such employee within 90 days of the employee providing notice of that victim status.  
Similar legislation was vetoed by Gov. Brown in 2018.  Farm Bureau opposes because it will hamper 
employers’ ability to terminate poor performing employees, or employees harassing fellow 
employees.  AB 171 was referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee suspense file on August 
12. 
 
AB 1066, (Gonzalez) permits striking employees to collect unemployment insurance benefits after 4 
weeks of such a dispute.  Farm Bureau opposes AB 1066 because it undermines the balance of labor 
relations law where employers and unions engage in labor actions on an even playing field if labor 
negotiations fail.  AB 1066 substantially tilts the playing field in favor or striking unions.  The bill also 
endangers the fiscal solvency of California’s unemployment tax benefits fund, which only recently 
returned to solvency in the wake of the 2008 recession when the fund was forced to borrow billions 
from the federal government.  AB 1066 was referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee 
suspense file on August 12. 
 
AB 1478, (Wendy Carrillo, D-Los Angeles) creates a blanket private right of action for Labor Code 
violations.  Farm Bureau opposes due to the massive litigation that would likely result.  AB 1478 was 
referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee suspense file on August 12. 
 
SB 218, (Stephen Bradford, D-Gardena) allows local jurisdictions to enact and enforce local anti-
discrimination laws without being pre-empted by the state Fair Employment and Housing Act 
(FEHA).  Farm Bureau opposes due to massive litigation that will result.  SB 218 was referred to the 
Assembly Appropriations Committee suspense file on August 14.   Staff Contact: Bryan Little (916) 
561-5622 or blittle@cfbf.com  
 
Land Use 
Governor Newsom has signed a Farm Bureau sponsored bill, AB 1644, (Levine, D-Marin) which 
obligates the California Coastal Commission to consider external scientific data regarding agriculture 
if they fail to have the appropriate in-house expertise. This will allow the agricultural community to 
better inform the Commission on the impacts of coastal land use policies on California operations 
within the coastal zone.  Staff Contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com, Or 916-446-4647 
 
Rural Crime 
SB 224, (Shannon Grove, R-Bakersfield), imposes a new criminal charge for agricultural equipment 
theft and specifies that any fines/penalties collected from such crimes will be deposited within the 
associated rural crime prevention program that represents the area in which the crime was 
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committed. This bill is strongly supported by Farm Bureau and has been signed by Governor 
Newsom. Staff contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or (916)-446-4647 
 
Technology 
AB 488, (Aguiar-Curry, D-Winters), a bill which would add the Secretary of the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture to the California Broadband Council, was amended on August 14th to remove 
various findings and declarations but made no other substantive changes to the legislation. Farm 
Bureau continues to be supportive of the legislation, and it now awaits a full vote of the Senate. Staff 
Contact: Robert Spiegel at rspiegel@cfbf.com or (916) 446-4647  
 
Water 
Governor Newsom appointed Teresa Alvarado and Matthew Swanson to the California Water 
Commission this week. Ms. Alvarado, 54, a Democrat from San Jose, has been San Jose Director of 
SPUR since 2016. She was Deputy Administrative Officer for the Santa Clara Valley Water District 
from 2011 to 2016 and Executive Director of the Hispanic Foundation of Silicon Valley from 2006 to 
2009. Alvarado held multiple positions at the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, including charitable 
contributions Program Manager from 2005 to 2006 and governmental relations representative from 
1999 to 2005. Alvarado earned a Master of Science degree in civil and environmental engineering 
from Tufts University. She fills the slot previously held by David Orth. Mr. Swanson, 51, a Republican 
from Turlock, has been President and Chief Executive Officer at Associated Feed since 1998. He fills 
the slot previously held by Catherine Keig. Both positions require Senate confirmation and the 
compensation is $100 per diem. Staff contact: Danny Merkley at (916) 446-4647 or 
dmerkley@cfbf.com 
 
A measure that intends to facilitate groundwater recharge was put on the Senate Appropriations 
Committee Suspense File this week. AB 658, (Joaquin Arambula, D-Fresno and Eduardo Garcia, D-
Coachella) would establish a framework for temporary five year permits to divert surface water for 
groundwater recharge. Farm Bureau is in support. Contact: Danny Merkley, dmerkley@cfbf.com or 
(916) 446-4647 
 
A measure that would provide grant funding for repairs on the Friant-Kern Canal, SB 559, (Melissa 
Hurtado, D-Sanger), was put on the Assembly Appropriations Committee Suspense File this week. 
Farm Bureau supports the measure. Staff contact: Danny Merkley at (916) 446-4647 or 
dmerkley@cfbf.com 
 
Two State Water Resources Control Board members are scheduled to appear before the Senate Rules 
Committee next week. Laurel Firestone and Sean Maguire were recently appointed to the Board, Ms. 
Firestone in February by Governor Gavin Newsom and Mr. Maguire in December by former Governor 
Jerry Brown. Both are required to appear before the Senate Rules Committee for a confirmation 
hearing. Contact: Danny Merkley, dmerkley@cfbf.com or (916) 446-4647 
 
Wildfire 
SB 632, (Galgiani, D- Stockton), a bill which would require the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 
to complete the environmental review of the California Vegetation Treatment Program (CalVTP) by 
no later than February 1, 2020, passed in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. Delayed for more 
than a decade by litigation, the CalVTP Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR) 
was released in June. Once certified, the CalVTP would allow CAL FIRE, local, regional and other state 
agencies the ability to conduct vegetation treatments (mechanical and manual mastication, 
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prescribed burns, grazing and herbicide application) without duplicative environmental reviews 
under CEQA. Farm Bureau has submitted comments to the Board of Forestry on the Draft CalVTP, 
remains supportive of the goals of the CalVTP (with some modification) and SB 632. The legislation 
now awaits the full vote of the Assembly. Staff Contact: Robert Spiegel at rspiegel@cfbf.com or 
(916)446-4647 
 
Wildlife 
The sale of fur would be prohibited in California if AB 44, (Friedman) is signed into law.  The bill 
exempts the sale of leather, cowhides, deerskin, sheepskin, and goatskin but it would ban the sale of 
rabbit fur.  The ban would also prohibit the recreational trapping of animals for the sale of their fur.  
AB 44 was placed on the Senate Appropriations Committee’s suspense file this week.  The decision 
over whether bills will pass off of the suspense file will be made at the end of August.  Farm Bureau 
is opposed to AB 44 due to the prohibition on rabbit fur sales and the ban on recreational trapping.  
Staff contact: Noelle Cremers at (916) 446-4647 or ncremers@cfbf.com   
 
The Center for Biological Diversity and Mountain Lion Foundation submitted a petition to list 
mountain lions in Southern California and the Central Coast as threatened under the California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA).  Last week the Fish and Game Commission received the petition and 
granted the Department of Fish and Wildlife additional time to prepare an evaluation of the petition.  
At its meeting the Commission stated it expects to receive DFW’s evaluation at its meeting December 
11th and make a decision on whether to grant candidacy status to mountain lions at the February 
2020 meeting.  Farm Bureau submitted formal comments and testified at the meeting pointing out 
the lack of legal authority the Commission has to list mountain lions under CESA.  This is because 
Proposition 117 specifically prohibits the Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Fish and Game 
Commission from adopting any regulations that conflict with what was included in the Prop. 117.  
That law requires DFW to issue depredation permits if a property owner requests, and a mountain 
lion is found to have injured or killed livestock or pets.  A CESA listing would no longer allow for the 
issuance of depredation permits, therefore the listing would violate the requirements of Prop. 117.  
Farm Bureau will remain engaged in this issue with both DFW and the Commission.  Staff contact: 
Noelle Cremers at (916) 446-4647 or ncremers@cfbf.com  
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