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 December 11, 2020 

 
LEGISLATURE RETURNS 
The State Senate and Assembly returned to Sacramento to swear in new legislators and start the flurry of 
bill introductions that will continue until February for the 2020-2021 Legislative Session. Future Friday 
Reviews will be featuring newly introduced and high priority bills, so stay tuned!  
 
AIR RESOURCES 
Earlier this week, Governor Gavin Newsom appointed a new chairperson to lead the California Air Resources 
Board (CARB), replacing outgoing Chairwoman Mary Nichols. Liane Randolph has been appointed as the new 
Chair of CARB. Randolph had been a Commissioner at the California Public Utilities Commission since 2015 
and was the Deputy Secretary and General Counsel at the California Natural Resources Agency from 2011 to 
2014. 
 
The Governor also appointed several new members to CARB, including; Gideon Kracov, who will occupy the 
seat assigned to the South Coast Air Quality Management District most recently held by Judy Mitchell. The San 
Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District will now be represented by Tania Pacheco-Werner and replaces 
Alex Sherriffs. Davina Hurt, a member of the Belmont City Council, replaces John Gioia to represent the Bay 
Area Air Quality Management District, and Dr. John Balmes has been reappointed to the board. The 
appointments will need to be confirmed by the Senate. Staff Contact: Robert Spiegel at rspiegel@cfbf.com or 
916-446-4647. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Governor Newsom has announced the appointment of DeeDee Myers as Senior Advisor and Director of the 
Office of Business and Economic Development. Mrs. Meyers was previously a volunteer on Governor 
Newsom’s public health crisis team, on the Task Force for Business and Jobs Recovery, the Executive Vice 
President at Warner Brothers, Managing Director of the Glover Park Group and was White House Press 
Secretary during President Bill Clinton’s first term. Staff Contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-
666-3611.  
 
FEED 
The California Air Resources Board will be hosting a seminar on December 17th from 3-5pm via webcast to 
discuss the findings from a Life Cycle Assessment on various feed and manure additives to reduce the release 
of short lived climate pollutants in an effort to achieve the methane emission reduction goals in SB 1383. Over 
90 feed additives and 14 manure additives were examined; based on the results, only one additive, 1-
nitropropanol (3NOP) was going to meet the requirements. More study is necessary on five other feed 
additives (nitrate, mootral, macroalgae, agolin and grape pumice) and three manure additives (biochar, 
macroalgar, and SOP lagoon additive) need to be conducted. More information will be released during the 
webcast. To view the meeting, please click here. Staff Contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-666-
3611.  
 
The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) announced four vacancies on the Feed 
Inspection Advisory Board Technical Advisory Subcommittee (TASC). The subcommittee provides technical  
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and scientific feedback to the Feed Advisory Board and CDFA on animal food nutrition, safety and efficacy 
data review of new and unapproved feed ingredients, research project oversight and other issues that will 
affect the Commercial Feed Regulatory Program, Livestock Drug Program and Safe Animal Feed Education 
(SAFE) Program. Applicants must demonstrate technical, applied and scientific expertise in the fields of 
toxicology, pathology, ruminant and non-ruminant nutrition, as well as possess general knowledge of the 
California feed industry. Interested individuals should complete the following questionnaire and send a 
resume to Cathryn.McCandless@cdfa.ca.gov by January 11, 2021. Staff Contact: Taylor Roschen, 
troschen@cfbf.com or 916-666-3611.  
 
HEMP 
In anticipation of the approval of draft regulations on industrial hemp testing laboratory requirements, CDFA 
is accepting applications from laboratories interested in testing for THC concentrations. Those interested 
could be fast-tracked for the approval process but will not be approved until the regulations are final. 
Applications for testing laboratories can be found here.  Staff Contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 
916-666-3611.  
 
INSURANCE 
As members are aware, California’s recent span of catastrophic wildfires has greatly disrupted the availability 
of home insurance throughout the state. CFBF is grateful to our colleagues at Nationwide for their continued 
efforts to work with our membership on related insurance issues and for their continued support of our 
organization during these challenging times. Unfortunately, what has developed in the last four months is 
nothing less than shocking to CFBF’s farmers and ranchers who are no longer able to insure their respective 
farming or ranching operations. 
 
Beginning in San Diego County, staff was made aware that insurance policies covering a farm and/or ranch 
were being canceled with increasingly regularity. While at first this seemed to be an isolated incident, it has 
since grown to include other jurisdictions that are identified as high fire risks. What makes this situation truly 
unique is that most CFBF members experiencing cancelations were still able to insure their farm home or 
ranch home via the California Fair Plan. However, the broader farm and ranching infrastructure (barns, 
machine sheds, packing facilities, cold storage buildings, greenhouses, etc.) were unable to secure insurance 
policy coverage from the private market, and the Fair Plan itself. 
 
The understanding to many was that the Fair Plan would cover farms and ranches under their commercial 
policy guidelines. While not widely utilized by the commercial business community, it was anticipated that 
since farms and ranches (while agriculture) are still businesses and eligible for coverage. Unfortunately, the 
governing statute that created the California Fair Plan specifically states that “farm risk” is not eligible for 
insurance and subject to denial.  
 
Farm Bureau is working with California’s insurance industry, Fair Plan representatives and Nationwide 
Insurance to address this issue and make certain that California’s agricultural community does have an 
insurer of last resort. Staff, however, does need the assistance from our County Farm Bureaus and members. 
Specifically, we need to hear from all those who have since been notified that their respective farm or ranch 
has lost insurance coverage, the specific companies where coverage has been requested as a replacement and 
whether a policy was provided, and whether they  have they applied for insurance coverage under the 
California Fair Plan.  Staff Contact: Robert Spiegel at rspiegel@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
The California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has announced that they are temporarily suspending all 
behind-the-wheel driving tests for at least two weeks beginning on December 14, 2020. The in-vehicle testing 
requirements applies to all first-time driver’s license holders and commercial license applicants. The 
temporary suspension applies to both noncommercial and commercial tests.  
Staff Contact: Robert Spiegel at rspiegel@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647.  
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