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September 18, 2017 

The 2017 Regular Session of the California Legislature gaveled for adjournment in the wee hours of Saturday, 

September 16. Because this is the first half of the two year 2017-18 session, bills that were not approved by 

both houses cannot be acted on again until the Legislature reconvenes on January 3, 2018.  

Climate Change: 

Governor Brown has already signed two bills that will implement the 2017-18 Cap and Trade Expenditure 

Plan, which include $300 million in funding to help the agricultural community comply with many of the 

state’s air quality and climate change mandates. It is important to keep the state’s food producers and value-

added food processors thriving as they face regulations and costs unique to California. These incentives will 

allow growers and food processors to apply for grants, loans, rebates and other trade-up opportunities for 

many types of equipment. This funding will also provide huge steps forward in assisting dairy farmers 

throughout the state in their efforts to comply with SB 1383 (Chapter 395, 2016) with research and projects 

to reduce methane emissions and implement air pollution-reduction plans.  The breakdown is $135 million 

for agricultural harvesting equipment, heavy-duty trucks, agricultural pump engines, tractors and other 

equipment used in agricultural operations; $60 million for food processors to implement greenhouse gas 

reducing projects; $6 million for agricultural renewable energy projects; and $99 million for dairy digester 

research, development and alternative manure management. 

Additionally, $294.8 million went to the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, including $200 million 

for fire prevention and forest health within the State Responsibility Area (including $5 million for the 

Conservation Corps), $20 million for urban forestry programs, and $74.8 million to backfill the SRA 

appropriation. Also, $25 million went to the Office of Emergency Services for local assistance grants to fire 

departments in High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. 

Farm Bureau joined many agricultural and other organizations to ensure this funding became part of the final 

Cap and Trade Expenditure Plan. Both bills were approved on bipartisan floor votes. AB 109 (Phil Ting, D-

San Francisco) was approved 75-4 by the Assembly and 31-9 by the Senate. AB 134 (Committee on Budget) 

was approved by the Assembly 58-17 with 2 abstentions and by the Senate 28-9 with 3 abstentions. Farm 

Bureau supported both bills.  

Energy: 

SB 100 (Kevin de León, D-Los Angeles) would require sellers of electricity to procure a minimum of 60 

percent of their electricity products from eligible renewable-generation resources by 2030; currently, they 

must procure 50 percent by 2030.  In addition, the bill set aspirational goals of meeting 100 percent of retail 

sales of electricity with eligible renewable generation and zero-carbon resources by 2045.  It would also 
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http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB100


2 

 

require the Public Utilities Commission, the state Energy Commission and the Air Resources Board to ensure 

that when furthering the increased renewable-generation requirement, they must act to obtain greenhouse gas 

emission reductions that ensure equity between the electricity sector and other sectors. Although business 

groups had consistently opposed SB 100, recent opposition from labor unions and the three-large investor 

owned utilities (Pacific Gas and Electric Co., San Diego Gas and Electric Co. and Southern California Edison) 

hindered the bill’s progress. The Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee hearing scheduled for September 

11 never occurred; thus, SB 100 never made it to the Assembly floor for a vote. Farm Bureau opposed.  

AB 813 and AB 726 (Chris Holden, D-Pasadena) contained identical language on a mandate for procurement 

of renewable electricity that was inserted in the last days of the legislative session. They would have directed 

the electric utilities to acquire more renewable electricity than is required to meet California’s current 

renewable energy procurement requirements to take advantage of existing federal tax credits for solar and 

wind projects. The requirement would have unnecessarily raised costs to ratepayers.  The mandate would have 

further preferred intermittent wind and solar generation over other types of renewable electricity sources, such 

as biomass. There was significant opposition to the bills and they never made it to the Senate floor for 

consideration. Farm Bureau opposed.  

Environment: 

SB 49 (Kevin de León, D-Los Angeles; Henry Stern, D-Agoura Hills) would require California to enforce 

the federal Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, and their implementing regulations and 

policies as were in place on January 19, 2017.  If it was determined that the federal government had weakened 

any of those laws, California agencies would be required to adopt regulations, with extremely limited public 

input, to be at least as stringent as what was in place on January 19, 2017.  Additionally, the bill would create 

a private right of action in state law for citizen enforcement of the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act and ESA 

if the citizen suit provisions were removed from these federal laws or any of those laws were “weakened.”   

The bill was amended to further narrow the bill by creating a sunset for the entire bill on January 20, 2021.  

However, regulations adopted while the law was in effect would remain in place even after the sunset.  Farm 

Bureau remained opposed to SB 49 and was successful at stopping its passage.  It remained in the Assembly 

Rules Committee because it did not have the necessary votes to pass, but will be eligible for another vote 

when the Legislature returns in January.   

Labor: 

AB 450 (David S. Chiu, D-San Francisco) requires employers to demand search warrants for federal 

Immigrations and Customs Enforcement actions, requires employers to demand a subpoena before supplying 

ICE with any employee-related documents and requires employers to notify the Labor Commissioner, 

employees and their representatives about ICE enforcement and its results. Recent amendments clarified that 

employers would not violate AB 450 if they provide documents to federal authorities as required with federal 

law; removed violations of the measure from Private Attorneys General Act jurisdiction; specified that AB 

450 can be enforced in state court solely by the Labor Commissioner or the Attorney General; and changed 

the requirement for employer notifications of individual employees of ICE enforcement actions to a 

requirement to post a limited information notice. Because of these amendments, Farm Bureau and several 

other employer organizations removed opposition. AB 450 was approved by the Senate on a 27-10 with 3 

abstentions; the Assembly approved it 53-22 with 4 abstentions. 

AB 978 (Monique Limon, D-Santa Barbara) would require employers, upon receipt of a written request, to 

provide a paper or electronic copy of the employer’s Injury and Illness Prevention Plan to a current employee 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB813
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB726
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB49
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB450
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB978
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or his/her authorized representative. AB 978 was approved by the Senate 24-13 with 3 abstentions; the 

Assembly approved it 46-28 with 5 abstentions. Farm Bureau opposes. 

AB 1008 (Kevin McCarty, D-Sacramento) was amended to allow an employer to consider an employment 

candidate’s criminal conviction history, thus giving an employer flexibility to avoid hiring a potentially 

dangerous former felon for sensitive jobs. Because of these amendments, Farm Bureau and numerous other 

employer organizations removed opposition. AB 1008 was approved by the Senate 27-13 and by the Assembly 

42-30 with 7 abstentions.  

AB 1565 (Tony Thurmond, D-Richmond) would immediately increase the minimum salary that must be paid 

to an overtime-exempt employee to $3,956 monthly, implementing the minimum salary threshold for 

overtime-exempt employees that would have been in effect because of the upcoming minimum wage increase 

in 2020 for employers of 26 or more employees, or in 2021 for employers of 25 or fewer employees. AB 1565 

was ordered to the inactive file in the Senate and cannot be acted on again until January 2018. Farm Bureau 

opposes. 

SB 63 (Hannah-Beth Jackson, D-Santa Barbara) would require an employer with 20 or more employees 

within a 75-mile radius to provide 12 weeks of protected parental leave to bond with a new child after that 

child’s birth, adoption or foster care placement. This additional state-level requirement for family and medical 

leave would complicate already complex leave administration requirements for small employers who are not 

now covered by most workplace leave requirements. SB 63 was amended to include an inadequate mediation 

requirement.  Governor Brown vetoed a narrower bill in 2016, SB 654 (Jackson) that would have required 

six weeks of leave under the similar conditions. SB 63 was approved by the Assembly 51-15 with 13 

abstentions and by the Senate 25-13 with two abstentions. Farm Bureau opposes. 

SB 772 (Connie Leyva, D-Chino) would have exempted Cal/OSHA regulations from an important regulatory 

assessment required of all regulatory agencies by the Administrative Procedures Act. The Standard 

Regulatory Impact Analysis was created by the Legislature in 2011 to determine whether a regulatory proposal 

is an efficient and effective means of accomplishing a desired public policy goal.  Proponents contend the 

SRIA process unduly lengthens the regulatory process, leaving workers unprotected by needed workplace 

safety and health regulations, yet the agency has completed the process on major regulations without undue 

delay. SB 272 was not approved by the Assembly before the end of the session.  Farm Bureau opposed. 

Natural Resources: 

AB 425 (Anna Caballero, D-Salinas) would continue the efforts started by former Assembly Member Doug 

LaMalfa, and expanded last year by Assembly Member Brian Dahle, exempting forest fuel reduction projects 

meeting specified standards from the requirement to obtain a Timber Harvest Permit.  This bill would allow 

road building under specified conditions when using the exemption for fuel-reduction projects.   

Unfortunately, AB 425 was not taken up for a vote before session ended.  The next opportunity for a vote will 

be in January when the Legislature returns.  Farm Bureau supports. 

Water:  

The State Water Resources Control Board will consider proposed resolutions to adopt emergency regulations 

revising the core regulatory fee schedules, including water quality fees for programs in the Waste Discharge 

Permit Fund and water rights fees in the Water Rights Fund.  

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1008
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1565
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB63
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB654
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB772
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB429
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Earlier this year, water board staff held stakeholder meetings to give fee payers an overview of budget cost 

drivers for the 2017-18 Waste Discharge Permit Fund and Water Rights Fund. The WDPF houses funds for 

eight programs, which include the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System, Storm Water, Waste 

Discharge Requirements (or General Orders), Land Disposal, 401 Certification, Confined Animal Facilities, 

the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program and now, Cannabis. Cannabis will be kept structurally separate in the 

WDPF.  

 

The state budget provided the water board $1 million from the WDPF for five new positions in the ILRP to 

address contamination of groundwater basins from agricultural practices. The ILRP expenditures are projected 

to exceed revenue by approximately 22-23 percent. Sixteen percent of the exceedance results from the five 

new positions and 7 percent from staff and program cost increases. Staff considered three options to meet the 

proposed shortfall:  

1. 16 cent per acre fee increase to fully cover the 22.3 percent increase;  

2. 12 cent per acre fee increase to cover the five new positions only; or  

3. 5 cent per acre fee increase this year with a phased increase in coming years.  

 

Staff’s recommendation before the board this week will be option 2, increasing fees from 75 cents to 87 cents 

per acre to cover the five new positions and to use the WDPF reserve to offset the remaining 7 percent 

shortfall. 

 

The Water Rights Fund is projected to decrease by approximately $750,000, therefore staff’s recommendation 

before the board this week will be to increase the permit, license and pending application annual fees by 5 

percent. 

 

Additionally, the board will consider staff’s recommendations to: 

1. Increase Small Domestic Registration fees from a $250 registration fee and $100 renewal fee every 

five years to $500 registration fee and $100 annual fee. 

2. Increase Livestock Pond Registration from a $250 registration fee and $100 renewal fee every five 

years to $500 registration fee and $100 annual fee. 

3. Increase Small Irrigation Use (AB 2121 Area/Non-Cannabis Commercial Crops) fee from a $250 

registration fee and $100 renewal fee every five years to $750 registration fee and $150 annual fee. 

4. Establish Small Irrigation Use for Cannabis registration fee at $750 and $750 annual fee. 

5. Increase, and/or establish fees for Change Petitions on registrations for: 

a. Small Domestic or Livestock Pond from $250 to $500. 

b. Non-Cannabis Small Irrigation Use from $250 to $750. 

c. Cannabis Small Irrigation Use fee to be established at $750.  

6. Increase Pending Application annual fees from $150 to $750. 

7. Modify the Change Petition Fee involving a split from the current fee of $1,000 plus 30 cents per each 

acre-foot greater than 10 acre-feet, to a flat fee of $850. 

8. Establish the Cannabis Statement (including supplemental statements) filing fee at $200. 

9. Increase the Notice of Extraction and Diversion of Water fee from $50 per year to $300 per year, to 

account for additional programmatic costs related to implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Act. 

 

AB 313 (Adam Gray, D-Merced) would establish a Division of Water Rights within the Office of 

Administrative Hearings. Complaints against persons violating provisions of their water diversions would be 

heard by an administrative law judge in OAH; however, decisions would not be final until accepted by the 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB313
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State Water Resources Control Board. The measure passed both houses and was sent to the governor for his 

signature. Farm Bureau supports.  

 

AB 589 (Frank Bigelow, R-O’Neals) would authorize those who divert more than 100 acre-feet of water per 

year to certify their water measuring devices are installed and operating properly if they take a course taught 

by University of California Cooperative Extension. Current law requires those individuals to have devices 

installed and certified by an engineer, contractor or licensed professional, at considerable cost. AB 589 passed 

unanimously out of both houses and was sent to the governor for his signature. Farm Bureau supports. 

 

SB 252 (Bill Dodd, D-Napa) would require new water well permit applicants in critically overdrafted 

groundwater basins to provide their application information to neighbors. It would require cities and counties 

overlying critically overdrafted basins to publicly notice new well permit applications and require these cities 

and counties to make specific new well permit information available to groundwater sustainability agencies. 

The measure was amended earlier to address Farm Bureau and other agricultural organizations’ concerns with 

public notification requirements, and to ensure the measure did not interfere with SGMA local control. The 

measure passed both houses and was sent to the governor for his signature. Farm Bureau and others removed 

opposition. 

 

SB 623 (Bill Monning, D-Carmel) would establish the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund and ensure 

that monies in the fund are continuously appropriated to the State Water Resources Control Board, to provide 

emergency, interim and long-term assistance to community water systems where wells exceed the maximum 

contaminant levels for arsenic, hexavalent chromium, lead, manganese, MTBE, nitrate and perchlorate. The 

measure remained in the Assembly Rules Committee and failed to make it to the Assembly floor for a vote. 

The measure is now a two-year bill.  

 

In anticipation of SB 623 not moving forward this year, AB 747 (Anna Caballero, D-Salinas) was amended 

late last week, authorizing Monterey County, by ordinance, to impose a tax or assessment on the commercial 

application of fertilizers containing nitrogen within the county. The tax or assessment would fund a short-

term program providing replacement drinking water where the maximum containment level exceeds the 

drinking water standard for nitrate. If approved by the voters, the program would be in effect until January 1, 

2029, or when a statewide program and funding source is established to address groundwater-sourced drinking 

water quality issues. AB 747 remained in the Senate Rules Committee and failed to make it to the Senate floor 

for a vote. The measure is now a two-year bill. The Salinas Basin Agriculture Stewardship Group sponsored 

AB 747. California Farm Bureau was neutral on both SB 623 and AB 747. 
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