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March 27, 2020 

 
COVID-19 
Farm Bureau has established a resource page on COVID-19 that can be accessed here and is accessible from 
the CFBF homepage. The website hosts the most recent information about COVID-19 updates, links to 
important state and federal resources and regulatory updates.   
 
The agricultural industry has requested the Governor call on state agencies to formally halt all pending 
regulatory actions. This week the Farm Bureau signed onto a large coalition letter to Governor Newsom 
requesting agencies pause currently open public comment periods concerning both active rulemakings and 
non-rulemaking (e.g., informal stakeholder) processes that affect agriculture and the food production 
industry. The letter went on to say, “Our member-informed input into proposed state agency actions is a vital 
element of sound public policy development and provides State regulators with much-needed perspectives 
and insight into the potential impacts of State actions. The disruption caused by this pandemic prohibits our 
ability to participate fully and provide meaningful input as our priorities have shifted toward the care and 
availability of our workforce, and the tightening logistics around getting food to kitchen tables throughout the 
United States.” 
 
Climate Smart 
The Department of Food and Agriculture held a webinar on the Healthy Soils Program.  During the webinar, 
CDFA described the eligible practices under the Program, funding models and had a question and answer 
session. As a reminder, the following deadlines for each CDFA Climate Smart Program is listed below: 
 

• Healthy Soils Program (HSP) is accepting applications and awarding grants on a rolling basis until 
June 26, 2020 or until funds are expended, whichever is earlier. The HSP Demonstration Project 
grant applications are due by 5 p.m. on April 23, 2020.  
 

• Methane Reduction Programs: Grant application deadlines have been extended for the Dairy 
Digester Research and Development Program (DDRDP) and Alternative Manure Management 
Program (AMMP) to April 27, 2020, a 30-day extension. 
 

• State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program (SWEEP): On March 17, 2020, CDFA 
announced SWEEP awards to 125 agricultural operations, with funding totaling $9.7 million.  
Those contracts are now being put into place. 
 

• Technical Assistance Program (TAP): Providers statewide are continuing to offer grant 
application assistance via telephone or videoconference, where available. 
 

Staff contact Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647 
 
Hemp 
The Office of Administrative Law (OAL) recently approved the second preadoption of regulations pertaining 
to hemp sampling and testing for THC content, harvest, and destruction. The regulations are effective as of  
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March 24, 2020 and will be in effect for a minimum of 90 days. CDFA will proceed with the regular rulemaking 
process within the time period the emergency regulation is in effect to permanently adopt these regulations.  
The finding of emergency and text of the emergency regulations can be accessed at here. Staff contact Taylor 
Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647 
 
Housing 
Governor Newsom issued an executive order banning the enforcement of eviction orders for renters affected 
by COVID-19 through May 31, 2020. The order prohibits landlords from evicting tenants for nonpayment of 
rent and prohibits enforcement of evictions by law enforcement or courts. It also requires tenants declare in 
writing, at least 1 week before rent is due, that the tenant cannot pay due to COVID-19. The tenant would be 
required to retain documentation but not required to submit it to the landlord in advance. The order has taken 
effect immediately and applies tenants for whom rent is due on April 1st. A copy of the Governor’s executive 
order can be found here and the text of the order can also be found here. Staff contact Taylor Roschen, 
troschen@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647 
 
Land Use 
Due to COVID-19, the Department of Conservation and Strategic Growth Council have made the decision to 
extend the Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation acquisition pre-proposal submittal date to May 29th. 
This includes both easements and fee-title projects. Planning grant pre-proposals are still due July 1. The 
Department encourages applicants to submit their pre-proposals earlier, if feasible. SALC staff still intend to 
provide feedback by July 1st.  Please note, at this time the full SALC application submittal date has not changed 
and is still August 28th. Please submit all pre-proposals and supporting materials to: 
SALCP@conservation.ca.gov. Staff contact Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647 
 
Public Access 
California State Parks announced that it is taking additional safety measures to reduce crowds and help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus) in the form of soft closures. Many state parks and beaches 
received record visitation over the weekend which made it impossible for the public to implement 
appropriate social distancing practices. As a result, the department is working with local county and public 
health officials to modify park operations by closing vehicular traffic at some park units to reduce the density 
of visitors. A list of closures can be found online here. Staff contact Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-
446-4647 
 
Taxation 
SB 956, (Jackson, D-Santa Barbara), would establish the California Tax Expenditure Review Board to assess 
major tax expenditures and make recommendations to the legislature. The legislation is one-sided and 
narrowly focused on measuring only the revenue decreases as a result of a tax incentive. The ultimate 
objective of the legislation is to eliminate certain tax incentives to California businesses, including 
agriculture’s partial sales and use tax exemptions, and use that revenue to fund other state programs. SB 956 
is a reintroduction of SB 468 (Jackson, 2019), which was vetoed by Governor Newsom. CFBF is in opposition 
to the legislation as part of a large coalition of business, manufacturing and tax organizations. Staff contact 
Robert Spiegel, at (916) 446-4647 or rspiegel@cfbf.com  
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