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March 15, 2019 

 

 

Land Use 

 

The Department of Conservation will be hosting two webinars to provide technical assistance to potential 

applicants under the Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation (SALC) Program. The program provides 

funding for strategic agricultural conservation easements (ACE) and agricultural land conservation 

planning by local jurisdictions. Applicants are required to submit pre-proposals for the ACE program, 

which are due April 17th. Applicants for the Agricultural Planning Grants are not required to submit pre-

proposals but are strongly encouraged; full proposals are due September 13th. Technical assistance 

webinars include the following: 

• ACE—Tuesday, March 26th 11-12pm; RSVP to SALCP@conservation.ca.gov by March 25th  

• Agricultural Planning Grants—April 4th 11-12pm; RSVP to SALCP@conservation.ca.gov by 

April 3rd  

Staff contact: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com or 916-446-4647. 

Wildfire 

Farmers and ranchers will continue to have liability protection if they accidentally take a species listed 

under the California Endangered Species Act if SB 62, (Dodd) passes.  Farm Bureau is sponsoring SB 62 

to ensure that the accidental take provision of the California Endangered Species Act remains in place.  

Accidental take provides liability protection for farmers and ranchers who take a listed species in a manner 

that is unintended or unforeseen.  SB 62 was heard by the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee 

this week, where it passed 8-0.  It will next be heard in the Senate Appropriations Committee.  Staff contact: 

Noelle Cremers at (916) 446-4647 or ncremers@cfbf.com.   

 

Landowners would no longer be able to allow fur-trappers onto their property to help manage wildlife if 

AB 273 (Gonzalez) passes.  AB 273, (Gonzalez) bans the recreational and commercial trapping of wildlife 

for fur.  The bill continues to allow trapping specifically for depredation, but without recreational and 

commercial trappers it is likely that trapping costs would increase and fewer trappers would be able to help 

address wildlife damage to agricultural operations.  Farm Bureau is opposed to AB 273, which passed out 

of the Assembly Water, Parks, and Wildlife Committee this week with a 9-3 vote.  Staff contact: Noelle 

Cremers at (916) 446-4647 or ncremers@cfbf.com.    
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Wildlife 

 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing to remove Gray wolves from the federal Endangered 

Species Act list.  If the proposed regulations removing wolves from the list is adopted, it would return wolf 

management to state governments.  Farm Bureau supports the proposal, as wolves have increased their 

population levels above goals that were set when wolves were reintroduced into Idaho and science doesn’t 

support that the currently listed population deserves protection.  However, delisting is unlikely to have any 

effect in California, as wolves remain protected under the California Endangered Species Act and are 

unlikely to lose those protections.  Comments on the proposed rule will be due in mid-May.  Staff contact: 

Noelle Cremers at (916) 446-4647 or ncremers@cfbf.com.   
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